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•f pnStieit party, and recognizing only 
the primary relations of life, call with 
loud and urgent voice, as Fathers of fami- 
lies, as Husbands, Sons, and Brothers, up- 
on Parliament, imploring its immediate 
and effectual interposition for the salva- 
tion of the people, every day endangered 
by the repetition 01 such monstrous out- 
rages as in many instances have made a 
civilised country more dangerous than 
the Woods and Savannahs of the American 
savages. They call upon the constituted 
authorities of the Empire to maintain 
peace and good order in the land ; and 
invoke the sacred responsibility of legis- 
lation to avert from this wretched and 
long-suffering land, the calamities with 
which it is threatened ; and to take timely 
measures of guarding the state, and secur- 
ing the supreme authority from such dan- 
gerous associations as make allegiance con- 
ditional, and in their oath of engagement 
to each other, anticipate rebellion. 

Copies of the Petition and Resolutions 
have been forwarded on behalf of the 
committee to the Duke of Sussex, and Sir 
Henry Parnell. They both express the 
strong interest they take in the subject, 
and recommend that they should be fur- 
nished with well authenticated facts to be 
afterwards substantiated in evidence, a 
line of proceeding which the committee 
had previously resolved to pursue. The 
letter from the Duke of Sussex is especial- 
ly deserving of attention. It discovers that 
he possesses a highly patriotic, benevo- 
lent, and enlightened mind, as may be 
evinced by the following extract. 

" The Duke of Sussex feels most happy 
and grateful that Mr. Hancock, and those 
gentlemen with whom he acts in this great 
and virtuous cause, should so far approve 
of his conduct as to entrust their applica- 
tion to Parliament to his care. Among 
the objects of public solicitude towards 
which the Duke of Sussex has turned his 
particular attention, no class appears to 
him of greater magnitude thau those 
dangers which seem likely to arise, and 
•f course threaten the tranquillity of his 



country from numerous political misun- 
derstandings and individual mistatemenrs : 
to assist in arresting these, and to ensure 
the prosperity, as well as to secure the 
confidence of the Irish, he considers as 
one of his most important duties, and 
therefore of a nature to be dearest to, and 
consequently, ever uppermost in his heart." 
ftir Henry Parnell, in his answer, 
makes the fallowing .observations. " To 
every sentence of the Petition I entirely a- 
gresj : and I trust an application which 
speaks so much truth with so great mo- 
deration will be duly attended to. The 
credit will be wholly yours in forcing the 
state of your country upon attention, 
without which this monstrous evil, like 
many others, would be suffered to exist, 
and daily grow in strength." 

To show in what manner the Orange 
processions appear to a liberal Englishman 
undebasedbythe venom of party spirit, and 
who has not become callous or indifferent, 
by the frequent beholding «f such sights, 
the following paragraph from the Morn- 
ing Chronicle may be taken as a speci- 
men. 

" A gentleman who has lately returned 
from a tour through Ireland, states, that 
in passing through one of the streets in 
Coleraia, he observed an Orange GailanS, 
which an Orangeman, who lived in one 
corner house, had caused to be suspended 
by a string affixed to another in which x 
Catholic resided, and under which insig- 
nia of reproach the poor unfortunate Ca- 
tholics were obliged to pass, on their way 
to mass! In a small town, a few miles 
from Colerain, the attention of the same 
traveller was also arrested, by the display, 
from the window of a house in which aa 
Orange Club was held, of a large flag, on 
which was represented a frightful and dis- 
gusting effigy, of a mangled Catholic, trodden 
under the foot of King William J Can we 
then wonder at the excesses among the 
lower classes in Ireland, when they are 
suffered to be persecuted with such insult- 
ing provocations as these, without any in- 
terference on the part of Government ?" 
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N the 10th of August, the Ar- Russian General in Chief, in a very 
irmiice was denounced by the polite note to the Major General of 
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the French armies, regretting the 
circumstances that imposed upon 
him the performance of so painful 
a duty, and renewing assurances of 
high consideration. Happy it is, 
that even these forms of civility 
soften, in some degree, the fero- 
city of war ; and that while go- 
vernments are so often seen to con- 
duct themselves to each other like 
individuals in the savage state, sus- 
picious, vindictive, unrelenting, 
" proud, subtle, sly, and bloody," 
there is an instinctive humanity, 
otherwise called the law of honour, 
that springs forth in the interval of 
hostility, to soften and attemper the 
military occupation, and which 
prompts the soldiers of the opposite 
piquets to exchange compliments 
with each other, or to bathe together 
in the Bidassoa, although, the next 
day, they may be called to the 'field 
of blood. A great personage is 
said to have announced the renewal 
of hostilities, at six in the morning, 
to a festive party who had just be- 
fore retired to rest, and were sud- 
denly summoned around the bed of 
■state, to receive the joyful commu- 
nication. Flags were hoisted, in 
some places upon the steeples of 
churches, as a symbol of rejoicing 
made in the temple of the God of 
peace, for the renewal of carnage t 

Indeed, when we see the ministers 
of religion so sanguine in their en- 
couragement to warA they present 
themselves to our view exactly as 
the Priest appeared to the people 
in the annual rite of ancient times, 
called the Bull-offeriug, or Taurn- 
hoSium. A large hollow was dug 
in the ground, into which the Priest 
descended, who was attired in a robe 
of silk, a crowu upun his head, aud 
a fillet. The bottom of the hollow 
was pierced with s>everal holes, and 
the blood of the victim sprinkled the 
Priest, who was to turn round that 
he might he entirely covered with 



it. Then, every one knelt before 
him, and his garments were viewed 
with the most religious veneration. 
When we consider, that durinsr the 
last 700 years, 266 of them "have 
been passed in a state of war be- 
tween England and France, we are 
disposed to conclude, that John Bull 
himself has been the victim ; and 
that the " Bacranion" might be taken, 
for the scull of the most thinking 
people on the earth, in this periodi- 
cal baptism of blood. 

War, then, is renewed, and the 
whole physical force of these Islands 
must be brought forth to secure any- 
chance of success in the essoin* 
conflict. Charles Butier said, in bis 
confidential letter, that, for name 
reason or other, Lord Castlereagh, 
had become a warm friend to Catho- 
lic Emancipation. We can see one 
cogent reason which niust influence 
that noble Lord, as the Secretary for 
foreign affairs. He must be sensi- 
ble, from a variety of circumstances, 
that unless the hearts of Irishmen be 
gained, there will take place, not- 
withstanding every endeavour, a ge- 
neral and still Increasing disinclina- 
tion to military service; and that 
the deficiency about to be felt in 
fij-hting men, is to be remedied only 
in two ways, either by contcription 
in its vigour, or hy the Const ttiukm 
in its justice. We think it does ho- 
nour to Lord Castlereagh, if he ha* 
chosen the latter as the most etiect-. 
ual, and much the most sale nu.de of 
enlistment; he, who, we believe, wa* 
once himself a member of the volun- 
teer army of Ireland, must recollect 
the promptitude and power displayed 
at that era, and wfmh, were it re- 
called, as it easily mijiht be in the 
great mass of the population, would 
of itself secure this island from in- 
vasion, establish a cui jjs de reserve 
for reci mting the regular army, and 
render a great portii.ni of that army 
disposable in other quarters. 



246 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



[Sept 



If the war be indefinitely pro- 
longed, (and even the minister of 
finance calculates on its continuance 
at least for several years to come,) 
there must: be a foresight of our ul- 
timate resources, not only in money, 
but in men. Now, on the supposi- 
tion, we trust a groundless one, that 
the Catholic Bill will be rejected in 
the next session of Parliament, by 
a considerable majority, we must 
conclude, as a consequence, from 
the feelings of human nature, that 
an unwillingness to enter into mili- 
tary service, must begin to actuate, 
or rather repress, the whole Catho- 
lic population, and what effect this 
might have, it is for the war-minister 
to judge* Whoever calculates on 
the continuance of the war, must 
take the Catholic question as one of 
the first elements in his calculation. 
This is the great remora to the pro- 
gress of the vessel of the stale ; and 
whether with a view to the resources 
absolutely necessary to the prolon- 
gation of the war, or with a prospect 
of such a peace as may most speedily 
redeem the burthens which war must 
leave behind it, it must, in either 
case, be a measure of the first poli- 
tical necessity, to embody the whole 
people in the voluntary defence of 
the Constitution. We should not 
wish Ireland to be considered, as 
Englishmen are too apt to consider 
k since the Union, as an excellent 
draw-farm, or useful repository for 
grain, a most desirable slaughter- 
house for cattle, or for the salting 
and curing of pigs ; but we would 
consider it in the light of a vast re- 
pository for men, a corps de reserve, 
which, by suitable means, can be 
instantly brought forth to the relief 
atid safety of the Empire, in its 
greatest exigencies ; we say, by 
suitable means, for it is moral in- 
fluence, and that only, which can 
fully develope the physical force of 
this country. Emancipation to the 



fullest extent can alone unlock and 
give liberty to the energies of the 
Irish Nation. 

It is good for governments to be 
put at times on the search of their 
resources, as then it is they at length 
come to know the full value of a 
free people. Lord Wellington (and 
what a mercy it was that this man 
did not believe in transubstantintion 
and the spiritual supremacy of the 
Pope!) mustbythistime be thorough- 
ly sensible of the value of this coun- 
try in a military point of view ; and 
as, by the decree of the French Se- 
nate, it is ordered, that 30,000 men 
in addition shall be divided among 
the corps d'armie in Spain, it will 
become an imperative duty in our 
ministry to re-inforce the Field Mar- 
shal with an equal number, which 
might be easily obtained, and the 
number even trebled, by the spon- 
taneous assistance of a population 
who are ready to purchase with their 
best blood the privileges of the Bri- 
tish Constitution, ft is our firm be- 
lief, that the only means of being 
enabled to carry on the war by the 
necessary reinforcements to our ar- 
mies, is by acceding to the Catho- 
lic claims, and thus giving the go- 
vernment the full possession ot the 
hearts, and, of consequence, a disposal 
of the hands of the country. 

A great line of military operation 
now stretches from the Adriatic sea 
to the Baltic, through Carinthia, 
Bohemia, Saxony, Silesia, Prussia, 
and Pomerania, from Udiua, near 
the Gulph of Venice, to Stralsund 
on the shores of the Baltic. Never* 
before, in the history of Europe, 
did such enormous masses of men 
oppress the earth for the purposes 
of mutual slaughter. And surely 
the three or four individuals that im 
pel them to this work of destruction, 

are scarcely to be justified in the 
sight of the Most High, by the di- 
plomatic details which they consider 
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it as incumbent on them to publish 
to the world, as a satisfactory plea 
for the prolongation of war, and its 
accumulating calamities. 

Austria has but just tjuitted the 
character of mediator, entered into 
the coalition, and issued her decla- 
ration of war, when, in a few days 
after, her formidable army is discoin- 
fiied, and its retreat is represented 
not as a flight, but as a positive 
rout. If the conditions of her pre- 
ferred mediation were the dissolu- 
tion of the confederation of the 
Rhine, the evacuation of Dantzic, 
the surrender of the Prussian for- 
tresses, and restoration of the Hanse 
Towns, in short, a new repartition of 
Europe, under the direction of the 
coalesced powers, it is not wonder- 
ful, that such a basis of negociation, 
with the advantages all on one side, 
should not be acceded to by Napo- 
leon. When he retreated from Rus- 
sia, then was the opportunity of 
laying the foundation of a durable 
peace, by the proposal of terms, in 
which moderation, forbearance, and 
reciprocal sacrifices, should have 
formed the ground of confidence, 
and the probability of success ; but 
it is in the very nature of a confe- 
deracy to inspire premature and pre- 
sumptuous hope, and to bear within 
itself the weakness of destruction, 
and the elements of decay. 

Hostilities have recommenced 
with a succession of battles. The 
allies seem to have formed a grand 
plan of attack upon Dresden, which, 
had it succeeded, would have put 
them in possession of the point of 
Bonaparte's whole line of operation, 
and must have compelled him to a 
retreat, under circumstances of pe- 
culiar and formidable difficulty and 
embarrassment. To save Dresden 
was, of course, his great object, 
and by a prompt and masterly move- 
ment from Silesia, of 120 miles in 
four days, he arrived just in time, 

BELFAST MAG. NO. LXII. 



and succeeded in repelling the at- 
tack. The allies having thus failed 
in their object, retired, and took up 
a position, in which their left, con- 
sisting of the Austrian armv, was 
attacked the next day by Murat, 
amidst torrents of rain, and defeated 
with great loss. Thesuccess of these 
days was followed up; the communi- 
cation from Prague to Dresden in- 
tercepted, and the French forces, 
under Vandamme, established them- 
sflves on the heights of Bohemia. 
The eagerness of that General to 
destroy the Prussian corps under 
General KleUt, carried him so far, 
that he lound himself nearly sur- 
rounded by a superior force, and 
after an action in which br>th Gene- 
rals were killed, and 6000 men lost 
on the part of the French, the re- 
mainder of the division retreated, 
until it was at length supported by 
re inforeements. 

The city of Berlin has been pro- 
tected by the army under the Crown 
Prince of Sweden, who has gained 
several advantages over the French 
Generals Oudinot and Girard, and 
the whole loss that the French 
have suffered in this quarter since 
the opening of the campaign is said 
to be upwards of 12,000 men. St. 
Sebastians has at leugih fallen, but 
not without a very severe loss on 
our part, amounting to 1600 of the 
British, and 700 oi the alius killed 
during the siege, and in the opera- 
tions about +00 killed, wounded, and 
missing, of the allies 2200, a state- 
ment which shows how much de- 
pended upon the British in the de- 
cisive part of this bloody affair. 
The town was taken by storm afier 
another ineffectual attempt made by 
Soult to relieve it. The greater part 
of the garrison took refuge in the 
Castle, which surrendered on (he 
9;h iust. A very remarkable in- 
stance of military skill is related by 
Sir T. Graham in his despatches. 

M 



248 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



[Sept. 



" In this almost desperate stale of 
the attack," says he, " I ventured 
to order the guns to be turned against 
the curtain. A heavy fire of Artil- 
lery was directed a«ainst the cur- 
tain, passing n few feel only over the 
heads of our troops in the breach, 
and was kept up with a precision of 
practice bevond all example." 

The crisis of the fate of Napoleon 
appears to hang in an uncertain 
balance. It is unmanly to abuse an 
adversary, and the men most inclin- 
ed to rail at him are generally the 
supple tools of power, well disposed 
to support any one, who fills the 
supreme seat, and who would pro- 
babiv bow before Bonaparte himself, 
load "him with the fulsome (lattery of 
being the best of rulers, arid praise 
his mandates as the best constitution 
in the world, if any accident placed 
them under his authority. The con- 
sistent friends of liberty act in a 
difli rent manner. They view in 
him the destroyer of liberty, and 
with virtuous indignation reprobate 
hiur as the champion of a new despo- 
tism, while the friends of arbitrary 
power, shooid, if they acted consis 
tently, hail him as their brother. A 
despot is served by despots, and the 
inferior instruments of power often 
imitate the misdeeds of the man, of 
whom, according to the phraseology 
ot Tui kish despotism they are the sha- 
dow. One of ibecaplainsol Bonaparte 
commanding at Hamburgh, in an 
edict to rejrress any tendency to re- 
sist French oppression, among oi her 
severe regulations, orders that ladies 
who t*ke a part against toe I lench, 
shall be beaten with rods. 

General Moreau, a man noted in 
the early periods of the Freirch Re- 
volution, not only for his military 
skill, but for the much more estima- 
ble qualities of a love of freedom, 
and a disposition to soften the hor- 
rors of warlare by his mild manner 
of conducting himself, soon became 



an object of suspicion to the new- 
raised consul, even before his ewva- 
tion to the more splendid title of 
Emperor. Moreau with Lncien 
Bonaparte, and all the cotrsistent 
lovers of liberty in France partook 
of a dislike to the usurpation. He 
obtaine.1 as a special favour the li- 
berty of retiring to America, and 
this permission was probably more 
owing to a fear of iitcurrrng the odi- 
um of sacrificing a man of his de- 
served popularity, than to a sense 
of justice, or humanity in a despot. 
In \merica he lived retired, until a 
few months ago he returned to Eu- 
rope, and has since accepted a com- 
mand in the Russian army, probab- 
ly in hopes, in conceit with his for- 
mer fellow-soldier, Charles Jean 
Bernailoae, since raised to the tit je 
of Crown Prince of Sweden, to res- 
tore liberty to France, by the over- 
turning of the prese«t despotism, 
and the re-establishment of a repub- 
lic. The known attachment of Mo- 
reau to the principles of liberty for- 
bids us to suppose that he would lend 
his aid to. the futile attempt to re es- 
tablish the feeble Bourbons, or even 
to turn a change of circumstances 
to his personal aggrandizement, by 
assuming in his turn the place of an 
usurper on liberty. The circum- 
stance of the revolutionary or raider 
republican tendency of the conspi- 
racy in Paris last winter encourages 
the hope that tie drift pi the popu- 
lar movements in France, is not to 
restore the Bourbons, an attempt 
which would be foolish in the ex- 
treme, and to be deprecated bv all 
lovers of liberty, and of true social 
order, but rather by the over turning of 
Bonaparte, to restore to the people, 
the rights fiiched from them by this 
mau, who to become the founder of 
anew dynasty, has trampled on the 
rights of man. 

While some were indulging in the 
pleasing vision of the restoration of 
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liberty in France through the agen- 
cy of Moreau, accounts are received 
that both his legs have been carries! 
awav by a rannon-ball, and that he 
has since sufferer! amputation below 
the knees * A gloom is thus thrown 
on tiie cheering prospect. It is im- 
possible in this state of darkness and 
uncertainty to conjeciore how mat- 
ters of the highest inierest to the hu- 
man race may terminate, but through 
everv change, the lover of liberty 
ami of man cherlshe. the fond hope, 
that his favourite cause of the ex- 
tension of liberty will gain ground 
and in the end become triumphant. 
He is not interested in the support of 
old or new tyrannies, and ancient 
errors do not come recommended to 
him, because a new despot has for 
a time trampled on the liberties and 
happiness of a large portion of man- 
kind. 

The Petitions to both houses of 
Parliament against the proceedings 
and processions of Orangemen are 
maki itg progress in many parts of the 
jNorth of Ireland. In our former 
number we forbore to give a copy 
ot the Petition, and of the proceed- 
ing of the Fiends of Civil and Reli- 
gious Liberty, lest it might be con- 
sidered as indecorous in us to pub- 
lish the peti'.ions before they were 
presented, but as they found their 
way into some of tiie newspapers, 
they am now given at page 2M of 
the present number. We also refer 
our readers to page 24-i, for extracts 
I'roni the answers received from the 
Duke of Sussex, and Sir Henry Par- 
{)<-!! by which they pledge them- 
stives lo pn sent the petitions. 

hi the present crisis, " the Friends 
of Civil and Religious Liberty, and 
of intermit peace and concord," have 
an arduous task to perform. They 
hue 'formed' no secret association, 
as their enemies sometime* charge 
on them. In this respect, as well as 



in others, they avoid the illegal ex. 
ample of Or.iuue;ncn. Tht;v act 
openly, and avowedly, and without 
any secret obligation, but undaunt- 
edly advocate vh«.t they consider 
the cause of justice and sound po- 
licy. They who act so in the pre- 
sent day, must expose themselves to 
much obloquy, but, in proportion 
as vice bears sway, the friends of 
virtue must assume a loftier tone of 
independence, and having ; reviuus- 
ly counted the cost, they must make 
up their minds to suffer some sacrifi- 
ces. They have open enemies to 
encounter, and, besides, more diffi- 
cult to bear, the lukewarm support 
of timid friends. Apathy and indif- 
ference meet them at everv* turn, 
and when they ought to receive sup- 
port, thty too often are chilled by 
finding a repulse, arising from the 
affected cant of moderation, under 
which an attachment to sordid, sel- 
fish interests, is disguised.* 

To de;jiaud sacrifices from others, 
without making any llieiuseivi--i, 

* The following description of the scats 
of the public mind, designates the present 
crisis. The lines, eitructed from an ad- 
drss to the Genius of Erin, were written 
some year» ago, fay an enthusiast in the 
cause of liberty , who since fell a marty r 
to his rash and mistaken, but honest zeal 
in that cause. 

" But if thy sons, too long opprest, 
No spark of freedom's fire retain, 

But, with sunk and servile breast, 
Basely wear the galling chain } 

K Vainly then you'd call to glory, 
Vainly freedom's blessings praise} 

Man, debas'd to wilting thraldom, 
Freedom's blessings cannot raise* 

" Strike thy hand, and change thy strain, 

Change it to a sound of wo, 
Ireland's blasted hopes proclaim, 

Ireland's endless sufferings show. 

" Ruia stalks his hag-gard rounds, 
O'er the plains his banner waves, 

Sweeping from thy wasted lands, 
Ail bat Tyrants' and their Slaves! 



* He has since died cf his wounds 



" gill fat Tyraxit and that Slavsi- 
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shows a littleness, and an unworthy 
si IfUiinesM, ami vet we often si-e men 
a tempting to shift the burden off 
'themselves, a "^ expecting others to 
support their cause, without giving 
their assistance. Many Catholics 
pariake of the general apathy and 
selfishness of which we complain. 
They withdraw from their share of 
the burden of manfully and openly 
opposing the Orange system, which 
is principally directed against them, 
and leave, in many instances, un- 
protected by their co-operation, those 
friends who, in virtuous sympathy 
with their oppressed state, have 
stepped forward to advocate their 
cause. Catholics are principally ag- 
grieved by Orange processions, and 
Piot.stants only indirectly. In such 
a cause, Catholics ought not to hold 
back, or give grounds for the sup- 
position so injurious to their honour, 
that having been so long in the de- 
basing situation of slaves, they do 
not readily assume the port of free- 
men i 

Some have said, the Orange sys- 
tem is declining, and thus insidious- 
ly attempt to stifle exertions to pro- 
cure signatures to the petitions. 
'1 he case is far otherwise. .Never 
was the pernicious Orange system 
hi greater vigour. The near ap- 
proach towards Catholic Emancipa- 
tion, which appeared probable at 
one period of lust session, stimulated 
the advocates of intolerance, and 
monopoly oi' power, to rally their 
forces in support of their inglorious 
raase, which tlitn seemed to totter. 
J'iaciineu and pensioners -paid for 
Leiieving, or rather assorting, were 
ari .used, and feared the declension 
of their powtir. Hence arose the 
exertions since made to collect tlttir 
si altered forces. Hence arose the 
tiy, the "church and s>a:e are iu 
danger," re-echoed thiougli Orange 
societies in Ireland, and revet berated 
thiough the newly formed ones in 
i.uj'land. iience, Churchmen sound 



the alarm on "the drum ecclesiastic," 
and the Primate of Ireland, at his 
late visitation charge at Armagh, 
although hitherto joining in the li- 
beral 1 -ith Report of the Hoard cf 
Education, which proposed the bless- 
ings of education to the poor of Ire- 
land, without the introduction of 
sectarian distinctions inio schools, 
is induced to raise tiie panic ofaiarm, 
and sound the tocsin of a party, by 
pronouncing the church and state in 
danger, from the united machina- 
tions of Catholics and Dissenters, to 
overturn them. Injurious conse- 
quences, not well calculated to pro- 
mote peace and concord, may he 
feared from this charge on the nu- 
merous members of that extensive 
diocese. From the same hostile feel- 
ing proceeded the address of the 
Orangemen of Armagh to Dr. Duige- 
nan, and his reply, well calculated 
to perpetuate the rule of preju- 
dice, and of enmity towards tho^e 
from whom he wishes to withhold 
a share in the distribution of the 
emoluments of the Church and State. 
The contest is unequal. On the one 
side is an organized faction, in pos- 
session ol power, and able to act in 
concert; on the other side, mucti 
iudiilerence and want of en-opera- 
tion exist : but let us hope, that 
justice and sound policy will turn 
the scale in favour of peaceable ro- 
si.-a.mce to oppression. If the frivmls 
to justice are only true to the cause, 
and to one another, there is no need- 
to despair. 

Nothing is more to be deprecated 
in the present content, than iiiieiii- 
perate measures <m the part of those 
who are aggrieved. It is strongly 
to be suspected, lhatin manv i luces 
attempts are not wanting to drive ur 
scdi.ee ibe unwary into violations of 
good order. We fear that antagonist 
societies of Threshers and Ribbon- 
men are forming, to resist ilie ag- 
gression of Orangemen. We de- 
precate the formation oi couuter as- 
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tociations, even under the plausible 
pretext of defence ; for defensive 
associations generally speedily de. 
generate into acts of offence. A 
good end will not sanction unjust 
means. Opposing factions often 
act in a similar manner, and human 
nature, is the same under various as- 
pects. The guilty consciences of 
alarmists may magnify the dangers 
they themselves may have brought 
on by the violence of their proceed- 
ings, and may exaggerate the dan- 
gers to be apprehended from Thresh- 
ers, which but for themselves would 
pever have had existence, yet we 
think there are well-founded grounds 
JFor fears, lest one set of wrong mea- 
sures should lead to others, and, 
actuated by those motives, the friends 
" to peace and concord," are dis- 
posed to double their exertions in 
promoting the petitions to Parlia- 
ment, as being the best means to 
procure the objects they have sin- 
cerely at heart, the peace and wel- 
fare of the country. 

It is pleasing to record instances 
of equal justice being dispensed by 
those in possession of power. The 
commanding officer at the Fort of 
Charlemont prevented Orangemen 
from parading, on the 1'ith of July 
last, on the bog which belongs to 
the fort, and which was their usual 
rendezvous; and, in the absence of 
more decisive proof of the intentions 
of Lord Whitworth, the new Lord 
Lieutenant, we hail, as a favourable 
omen, that the Orange insignia 
which decorated the statue of Wil- 
liam III., in College Green, Dub- 
lin, were removed a few days after 
his arrival. 

Malignity of disposition is often 
discovered in apparently trivial cir- 
cumstances. The windows of John 
M-'Kee, of Belfast, having been, by 
some means, broken, an occasion 
was thence taken, to publish a libel, 
■nder the form of an advertisement, 



against the promoters of the petition! 
against Orangemen. Some enter- 
tain suspicions, that appear not alto- 
gether without reasonable grounds 
of probability, that the windows 
were brofcen from the inside, for the 
purpose of affording a pretext for 
publishing the advertisement.* At 



• « OUTRAGE & REWARD." 

" Whereas, certain persons, supposed 
to be Members of an Association, distin- 
guishing itself by the appellation of ' What- 
ever is venerable and patriotic among* us,' by 
virtue of previous and malicious combina- 
tion, did assemble, about two o'clock of 
the morning of this day, and in prosecu- 
tion of their recent Resolutions, to ' main- 
tain civil and religious liberty* internal peace and 
good order in society J and in support of their 
laws and constitution, did proceed to break 
and demolish the ' peaceable and unoffend- 
ing' windows of Mr. John M'Kee, Con- 
fectioner, Corn-market, three of which 
were considerably damaged; and one large 
brick-batt (a missile weapon well known to 
said association) fell on a bed wherein a 
servant and child lay sleeping. 

•' Now, We, whose names are hereunto 
subscribed, holding in just abhorrence all 
such demonstrations of patriotism, love of 
peace and good order in society, do here- 
by offer a reward of 

FIFTY POUNDS, 

to be paid to any person, who, within 
three months from the date hereof, shall 
apprehend, and bring to condign punish- 
ment, the perpetrators of said outrage ; or 
the sum of ten pounds, for such private 
information, as may lead to their appre- 
hension. 

" Dated Belfast, September 3, 18)3. 
"[the names of the Subscribers may 
be seen at the office of this paper.]" 

Belfast Commercial Chronicle* 

In justification of his own conduct, the- 
Editor of the Belfast Chronicle published 
the following address to the public, in hi» 
paper of the 1 5th inst. 

*' TO THE PUBLIC. 

" In pursuance of our intention of ren- 
dering the Chronicle an impartial medium 
of public comnumication, and that it 
should * be open to all, but influenced by 
none,' we readily gave insertion lately to 
an advertisement (handed to us by Mr. 
Stephen Daniel, and Mr. James Law, of 
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least the occasion was seized, for 
making a most ma'i<jtmnt misrepre- 
sentation, and publishing the most 
base and groundless suspicions, that 
the windows had been broken by 
the persons who promoted the pe 
titions. If the persons who com- 
mitted the outrage were known, 
there was no occasion to otter a re- 
ward for their discovery. If they 
were unknown, was there any com- 
mon honesty or candour shown, in 
pronouncing them to be members of 
an association which did not exist, as 



North-street,) respecting the outrage on 
Mr. John M'Kee's house, and the reward 
for the apprehension of the perpetrators. 
At the time the advertisement was ordered 
into the paper, a list of subscribers to it 
was promised ; and after repeated applica- 
tions to those gentlemen, by the Editor, 
some very respectable names were handed 
to him. But we think it due to the pub- 
lic, and ourselves, to state, that these sig- 
natures were net to the advertisement as 
ordered to be published, but to <w, which 
■imply described the outrage and reward, 
and altogether omitted the offensive insinua- 
tions contained in the original advertise- 
ment, against any particular association, 
«r respectable body of men in this town. 

** We think, it necessary to state further, 
that the Editor, and one of the other Pro- 
prietors of the Chronicle, waited on several 
•f the gentlemen who had signed the paper 
* stating the Outrage and Reward,' and 
asked them if they intended that their sig- 
natures shoi'*Jgive countenance to the ad- 
vertisement as published, which they to- 
tally disclaimed." 

In his paper of the 17th inst., the Editor 
*f the Chronicle gives the following addi- 
tional information. 

" The Editor thinks it right to observe, 
that having yesterday called at Mr. 
M'Kee's, to see ' the paper containing the 
numerous and respectable signatures to the 
advertisement as heretofore published in 
the Chronicle,' he was not a little sur- 
prised to find, that it consisted of only 
$ix name* I — and amongst them, not one 
of the highly respectable gentlemen whose 
names were handed to him, as signatures 
to the advertisement that appeared iu this 
paper !" 



a body, and which, if it did exist, the 
very business of forwarding petition* 
discovered was for the purpose of sup- 
porting the laws, not violating them, 
by committing an outrage? A cause 
which stands in need of such sup* 
port, must be a bad one, and the 
procedure, viewed dispassionately, 
we venture to pronounce, will have 
a tendency to open the eyes of the 
people. They may contrast the 
honourable and open manner of pro- 
ceeding on one part, with the trick 
and artifice practiced on the other. 
If the object of the petitioners were 
to exaggerate, they have the means 
furnished by their opponents, to 
make out a much more aggravated 
case of complaint. One of the per- 
sons most active in putting the peti- 
tions forward, received lately a let- 
ter, under an assumed signature, 
threatening him with assassinatiou. 
He was neither deterred by it from 
pursuing the straight forward path 
of his duty, nor did he obtrude him- 
self on the public, by charging a 
party at random, which is opposed 
to him for his exertions to promote 
an impartial administration of the 
laws. If a Thresher had sent a 
threatening letter, proclamations and 
advertisements would have been set 
in array against him, and a great 
outcry would have been raised 
against the outrage. 

We refer our readers to pages 
240 and 2-U among the Documents, 
for Major Cartvvrigbt's plan ot Par- 
liamentary Reform, as submitted by 
him to the Hampden Club, and a 
spirited advertisement from the sub- 
scribers to the Unitarian Fund, con- 
gratulating the public on the ex- 
tension ol religious liberty, afforded 
by the late act, to persons not sub- 
scribing to the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity; and expressing, by their Gib. 
resolution, their confidence in the 
speedy removal of all restrictions on 
the profession of religious opinion*. 



1813.] 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



253 



Parliament has been summoned 
to meet, for the despatch of busi- 
ness, on the 4ih of November next : 
a period much sooner than usual ; 
but supplies are wanting to support 
the jjreat drain on the continent. 
Probably, a new subsidy is required 
by the Norlhetu powers from Eng- 
land 

- The foe, the victim and the fond ally, 
« That fights for all, but ever fights in vain." 

England may be emphatically said, 
also, to pay for all. But let us re- 
member, there is a point, beyond 
which supplies cannot be procured, 
when additional taxation ceases to 
he any longer productive. 

An article in the last Edinburgh 
Review on the state of Ireland com- 
presses in a few pages, the grievan- 
ces of the country, their causes and 
their remedies, with such admirable 
perspicuity, and with such home con- 
viction to every unprejudiced head 
and heart, that we earnestly wish 
for its-separate publication in a fly. 
jug sheet, in order to scatter such 
precious seeds of practical political 
jtnowledge as widely as possible 
through all ranks of the community. 
Among the higher ranks where this 
periodical publication chiefly circu- 
lates, these seeds are buried too deep 
in the sowing ; and instead of quick- 
ening, they die, from the want of 
that light and heat which makes con- 
viction strike root inwardly, and 
outwardly develope itself in action. 
However indistinct and intangible 
the political philosophy of the Edin- 
burgh Review may often appear to 
be in other points, perhaps from too 
great proneness to speculate and ge- 
neralize, a tendency to indulge upon 
paper in a sort of academic politics, 
borrowed from the great master, 
David Hume, which destroys all 
action, and is fully satisfied with be- 
wildering others, and at last itself, 
"> sceptical doubts, and sceptical 



solution of these doubts ; yet, in one 
capital and essential branch of Con- 
stitutional Reform, we mean the 
Emancipation of the Catholics of Ire* 
land, this excellent work has always 
been what we would call an active 
as well as a speculative reformer, 
decided and resolute, ardent and 
energetic, making the most of the 
best information, and demonstrating 
either with Ciceronian copiousness, 
or, as in the article alluded to, with 
Demosthenic conciseness, the ur- 
gent and imperative necessity (that 
paramount law,) of making the em- 
pire secure, solid, and inseparable 
by a perfect assimilation of all its 
parts in political privilege and con- 
stitutional right. 

The first great means of national 
improvement, is, the simple and 
unqualified repeal of partial penal 
law, which of itself generates a per- 
petual factionary warfare through- 
out the country, and totally incapa- 
citates and renders powerless every 
remedial process in respect to Ire- 
land. We are sensible what nume- 
rous evils originate from a heavy, 
handed aristocracy over a people 
rendered ferocious, and too often 
desperate by poverty and wretched- 
ness. We are sensible of that cor- 
rupt influence in which all the evils 
of Ireland originate; but the removal 
of the Catholic penalties is the first 
thing to be effected, and when the 
people arise from their conscious de- 
gradation, a value and weight will 
be communicated to them; the con. 
stituent will be no longer personat- 
ed but represented ; and corrupt in^ 
flue nee will give place, not sudden- 
ly, but gradually to a will of the 
people. The centre of gravity will 
be properly placed, and the public 
pile will not hang, threatening to 
fall every instant upon our heads. 

David Hume in 1742 made the 
following remark. "The country 
in Europe in which I have observed 
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the factions most violent, and party 
TmtTed the strongest is, Ireland. 
This goes so far as to cut oft' the 
the most common intercourse of ci- 
vilities, between the Protestants and 
Catholics. Their insurrections, and 
the severe revenges which they have 
taken of each other, are the causes 
of this mutual ill-will, which is the 
chief source of the disorder, poverty, 
and depopulation of that country." 
Now this remark might have been 
extended through all the pages of 
our History since the reign of the 
second Henry, and of late years, al- 
though the intercourse between the 
opposite factions has bten in some 
degree cultivated by the progressive 
tendency to toleration, and particu- 
larly by .the agency of -it liberal 
press, yet this approximation is still 
more apparent than real, and the 
whole spirit and tendency of the 
Orange system is to infuse the big- 
otry of religious parties, in order to 
exasperate civil contention into its 
ancient inveteracy and irreconcila- 
bility. To keep np mutual ill will, 
i«, certainly, a strange mode of ac- 
complishing the incorporative union, 
but most particularly must it prove 
injurious in consolidating the mili- 
tary strength of the empire, which, 
at the time when the Union was first 
proposed by Mr. Pitt, and not less 
at the present time, do we believe 
was and is the chief actuating mo- 
tive of ministers, viz. the concen- 
tration of all our resources as a coun- 
terbalance to the accumulation of 
French, power. The grand object of 
administration, .the speediest con- 
version that can be made of the 
whole physical force of this country, 
into a " corps d'armee" for the pro- 
tection of the empire, while the 
regular army might, by this means, 
be disposable in the assistance of 
coalitions upon the continent. .Now 
the Orange system has all along 
proved the greatest obstacle to the 



accomplishment of this favourite ob- 
ject, and will continue to defeat ilie 
designs of the ministers We can 
easily imagine what Lord Welling- 
ton would think of the. establishment 
of Orange Lodges in his army, or t;f 
a pastoral letter issued to the troops 
by Dr. Duigenan, the nuncio of the 
Protestant Inquisition, am] vet the 
propagation of this system * in this 
country isnot less prejudicial to the 
public service, and injurious to the 
re-inforcement of the Peninsular ar- 
my. 

In the reign of Justinian, the peo- 
ple of Constantinople, and indeed of 
the whole empire, were divided as 
they had beett for many years be- 
fore, into two factions denominated 
the Biue and the Green. Justinian, 
who favoured the faction- of the 
Blue, and denied justice to the 
Green, increased the mutual invete- 
racy of both parties, and consequent ly 
strengthened them in the state. These 
contending parlies proceeded so fat- 
as even todisamm I the authority of the 
magistrates. The Blues were in no 
apprehension of the laws, because 
the power of the empire protected 
them against their severity, and the 
Greens began to disregard them be- 
cause they could not defend them 
from insults. All the bonds of 
friendship, affinity, and gratitude 
were cut asunder, and Justinian, al- 
though he built a great number of 
forts, and made a large collection of 
laws, accelerated by his partiality 
and intolerance the rapid decline of 
the Koman Empire. 'His forts only 
exhibited so many monuments 
of weakness, and his laws in their 
incessant variations manifested no- 
thing but personal caprice and im- 
becility. His favourite political ob- 
ject was to enforce a general unifor- 
mity of opinion in religious matters 
by 'civil penalties, and whilst be 
imagined himself increasing the 
number of the faithful, he was only 
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revolting the mind* of his subjects, 
and diminishing the race of mankind. 
His reign was characterized by pro- 
fusion, irregular conduct, and in- 
consistency, and exhibited a train 
of real calamities, intermixed with 
unprofitable success, and a false 
glitter of unsubstantial glory. 



COEKESPONDENCE. 



The following Address came too late 
for insertiou among the Origiual Commu- 
nications. That no time may be lost in giv- 
ing publicity to the excellent observations 
it contains, room is made for its insertion 
in this place. 



TO THE CATHOLICS Or r/LSTER. 

The person who now addresses you has 
ever been your friend, so far as his feeble 
exertions could avail ; and though a mem- 
ber of the Established Church, there are 
few perhaps of your own communion, 
who would hail the glad tidings of Catho 
lie Emancipation more sincerely than he 
would do. He therefore thinks himself 
entitled, at the present momentous peri- 
od, to offer you his advice, in beseeching 
you to suffer no petty irritations to prompt 
you for one moment to violate that peace, 
which it should be your earnest study un- 
ceasingly to observe. It is the object of 
your enemies to provoke you if they can. 
Oh! let them not then accomplish their in- 
fernal object : give them no just cause to 
invalidate yotlr claims , persevere with 
steadiness in the course you have begun ; 
and, in defiance of all opposition, you will 
triumph at the last over their malignant 
jealousy. But if you once suffer your- 
selves to infringe the sacred laws of peace, 
from that instant you will have given a 
deadly wound to all your hopes; your 
friends will diminish, and yonr adversa- 
ries wilt increase : the hirelings of govern- 
ment will exult at your intemperance, and 
the cry of sedition will reverberate through 
the land. Remember the disturbances in 
1798. I will not positively say that they 
•were excited by the tools of ministry, to 
give England an excuse for depriving us 
of our Parliament ; but they were cer- 
tainly connived at ; they were witnessed 
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ivith pleasure by those who were hostile to 
Irish independence. 

When I entreat you, patiently to bear 
the disappointment of your expectations, 
of expectations founded in ju«ice, and in 
common sense j when I entreat you to o- 
verlook. the daily annoyances with which 
you are assaiied ; I know that 1 impose 
upon you no easy task ; t know that it is 
difficult to yield to insult, <ioubly difficult 
where the insult is unprovoked. But re- 
flect, my friends, that where there is no 
trial, there can be no praise. You have 
been tried, and your general forbearance 
has procured you many advocates : nor is 
the day, in my opinion, now far distant 
wherein vour grievances shall be redress- 
ed, your rights restored, and your servi- 
ces rewarded. The British Parliament 
must yield at length to the justice of your 
claims : your peaceable expostulations 
will not be always disregarded. The pe- 
titions of your Protestant brethren in your 
behalf, have been already pregnant with 
the best effects ; they have contributed, 
in an eminent degree, to remove that er- 
roneous opinion entertained b.y some, tha' 
Protestant and Catholic can never coalesce. 
Absurd opinion! fostered in the cradle of 
Gothic bigotry, of childish ignorance ! 
The tenets, 1 admit, of the Protestant a"d 
Catholic church, are in many respects 
widely different. But what has this to do 
with our intercourse as men ? what has 
this to do with the moral affections of the 
heart ? Tne same Saviour whom we both 
acknowledge, expressly says, K Do unto 
others, as you would they should do unto 
you." This is plain, this is practical : and 
so long as Protestant and Catholic mutual- 
ly observe this inestimable rule in their 
intercourse with each other, they will be 
as good neighbours, and as good friends 
(often hetter,) as those whose sentiments 
upon speculative points more nearly co- 
incide. Allow me to offer ycu my warm 
congratulations on the pleasing prospect 
of the speedy downfal of the Orange Soci- 
eties ; societies which have long contri- 
buted to disturb the harmony of this un- 
happy country. Here, also, that peacea- 
ble demeanour, which has for the most 
part distinguished the Catholics of Ulster, 
has not been unrewarded. Had you uni- 
formly opposed violence to insult, the 
Orauge faction, instead of being openly 
discountenanced by those in power, as it 
now deservedly is, would have been cher- 
ished and supported. But I am happy to 
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